
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 92 - 129

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER FOR:

CHEMICAL & PIGMENT CO.
PITTSBURG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called the
Board, finds that:

Description of Discharger

1. The Chemical & Pigment Co., (hereinafter called the discharger) owns and operates a chemical
manufacturing facility (hereinafter called the Facility), in the city of Pittsburg. The Facility
manufactures chemical products for agricultural fertilizers and soil amendments. The products
consists primarily of zinc based compounds with sulfate and chloride.

Location of Facility

2. The plant site is located in the City of Pittsburg in Contra Costa County at 600 Nichols Road.
The plant is located about 800 feet north of the intersection of Nichols Road and Port Chicago
Highway. The property westerly of the facility is owned by the U. S. Navy Weapons Station.

Impoundment Operation and Description

3. The discharger operates a surface impoundment located in the westerly corner of the Facility.
In the past stormwater runoff, boiler blowdown, water softener solution, sodium hydroxide
solution, and process drippings were discharged to the surface impoundment. The water in
the impoundment is recycled back into the manufacturing process. Sludge in the impoundment
was occasionally excavated and stored on site in bunkers for eventual recycling back into the
process. The bunkers were also used to store raw materials and intermediate process
materials.

4. Currently the impoundment is not receiving any waste discharge except rainfall and runon.
The rainfall storm water are collected on top of a temporary plastic cover placed over the
impoundment for minimizing percolation through the impoundment. Water collected in the
impoundment is pumped to the process for plant use.

5. The impoundment dimensions near the top of the contaimnent dike are about 150 ft in the east
- west direction and 225 ft in the north - south direction. Near the bottom of the impoundment
dimensions are about 100 ft east - west direction and 175 ft in the north - south direction.
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